
LOUISIANA ENGINEERING SOCIETY 
BOARD OF DIRECTION MEETING 

March 3, 2026 
Lafayette, LA  

 

1. The meeting of the Louisiana Engineering Society (LES) Board of Direction was held on 
Tuesday, March 3, 2026, at the Hilton Garden Inn in Lafayette, LA. A quorum was 
established, and the meeting was called to order by President Gavin Gautreau at 6:45 PM. 

Board Members Present 
Gavin Gautreau, PE, President 
Clinton Patrick, PE, PLS, Vice-President 
Kimberly McDaniel, PE, Secretary-Treasurer 
Jason Fennell, PE, NSPE Representative 
Bliss Bernard, PE, Young Engineer Representative  
Melanie Caillouet, PE, Past President 
Joey Krefft, PE, State Director 
Jonathan Ratliff, PE, State Director 
David Gereighty, PE, State Director 
Brad Rachel, PE, Alexandria Chapter President 
Jacob Prosperie, PE, Bayou Chapter President 
Grant Besse, PE, Lafayette Chapter President 
Kalyn Partin, PE, Lake Charles Chapter President 
Noah Sampognaro, PE, Monroe Chapter President  
Luke Haney, PE, Shreveport Chapter President 
Jeffrey Pike, PE, PEE Chair 
Patrick Furlong, PE, PEG Chair  
Frank Betts, PE, PEI Chair 
Alan Krouse, PE, PEPP Chair 
Mary Claire Ruckert, Executive Director 
 
Board Members Virtually Present 
Rachel Kenney, PE, 2nd Vice-President 
Eric Wright, PE, New Orleans Chapter President 
Stan Whitney, PE, PEC Chair 
 
Board Members Absent 
Hagan Lawrence, PE, State Director 
Laurence Lambert, II, PE, Baton Rouge Chapter President 
 
Guests/Staff Present 
Alexa Broussard, Assistant Director 
Foy Gadberry, PE 
Miles Williams, PE, Legislative Committee Chair 



2. The Invocation was given by Jeffrey Pike. 

3. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

4. LES Vision & Mission Statement was read by Clinton Patrick.  

5. Acceptance of Agenda –  
A motion was made by Melanie Caillouet to add an item for a Legislative Update 
immediately following this motion and a motion was made by Kalyn Partin to add an 
item for a membership update under Old Business. The motions were seconded by 
Kimberly McDaniel. The motions passed unanimously.  
 
Legislative Update – Miles Williams gave a presentation on the upcoming Legislative 
Session and LES’s stance on the following bills: (see attached report) 

• HB 194 – Provides relative to preemptive periods. LES should take no official 
position 

• HB 170 – Provides relative to construction contracts. LES should take no official 
position 

• HB 235 – Authorizes a person to install an individual sewer treatment system in 
certain circumstances. More information is needed to determine a stance on this 
bill 

• HB 387 – Provides for the incidental practice of engineering. ACEC sponsored bill – 
LES should generally support at this time 

• HB 755 - Establishes indefinite delivery and indefinite quantity professional services 
contracting for design services for certain projects. This bill will be of interest to 
ACEC, recommended no position for LES 

• HB 901 - Provides for funding to certain entities for infrastructure-related projects 
within the Department of Transportation and Development. LES will take no position 
on this bill 

• SB 291 - Provides relative to the practice of architecture. LES should oppose this bill 
if filed as written. (Since the meeting, the bill has been filed, but the language 
regarding “site around them” has been removed from the proposed definition of 
architecture.) 

• HB 928 - Provides relative to commercial building codes. LES will take no position at 
this time. 

 
6. Acceptance of the November 2025 meeting minutes –  

A motion was made by Kimberly McDaniel to accept the November 2025 meeting 
minutes. The motion was seconded by Jeff Pike. The motion passed unanimously.  
 

7. President’s Report – The Louisiana Engineering Foundation board met and voted to partner 
with Plancorp as a fiduciary advisor since selling the Engineering Center. Both digitizing 
documents and the website redesign projects have both begun and are making progress. 
The time capsule from the Engineering Center has been removed and a frame has been built 
for it. When it is completed, it will be relocated to the current LES office where it will move 



with the LES office until it is ready to be opened in 2098. Gavin and Mary Claire went to the 
New Orleans chapter luncheon in December and will attend the Lake Charles chapter 
luncheon in March.   
 

8. Secretary/Treasurer’s Report  
a. Financial Reports as of 1/31/2026 were reviewed and discussed. The financial 

documents show a significantly high balance, but this is due to the JESC income 
coming in, but the expenses are not yet coming out. The LEF will repay LES now that 
LEF has sold the Engineering Center. That totals $63,000 that will be repaid to LES 
and will go into the LES Money Market account.   

A motion was made to accept the financial reports by Melanie Caillouet. The motion 
was seconded by Clinton Patrick. The motion passed unanimously.  

9. Executive Director’s Report (see attached report) 
a. JESC Updates – The income goal for JESC was $135,000 with $80,000 in expenses 

and as of March 2, the income has been $150,975.81 and expenses are $77,000 so 
the net income is estimated to be approximately $72,000. All speaker slots have 
been filled, 48 exhibitor booths have been sold, and 271 attendees are registered. 
There is 2 silver sponsors, 1 bar sponsor, 1 lanyard sponsor and 2 event sponsors.  

b. Insurance Policy – The insurance policy for contents of our office is $1,212 per year. 
It is recommended that LES and LEF split the bill every year moving forward. This will 
be discussed during budget planning for 2026 – 2027.  

c. Honors & Awards – The Honors & Awards ceremony will be held on Saturday, March 
14th at City Club of Baton Rouge. Registration for this event is often dependent on 
who won awards, and it has been a breakeven event at best. We need to start 
considering different options to honor our recipients in the future. A lengthy 
discussion took place about this event, and having the President and Executive 
Director distribute these awards at their perspective Chapter luncheons rather than 
having a standalone event. The board is encouraged to give their thoughts and input 
to Mary Claire.  

d. Membership Update – As of February 19, 2025, LES has 2,173 members.  
 

10. Old Business 
a. NSPE Update – Membership has been trending down, but it seems to be picking 

back up. A new CEO has been hired but not formally introduced yet. NSPE is hoping 
that the new CEO will have ideas to increase membership. No State Societies have 
become unintegrated in the last few years.  

b. Review of Documents from November 2025 meeting 
1. Practice Division Definition Review – The revised draft of the Practice 

Division Definition document was presented to the board.   
 

A motion was made by Kimberly McDaniel to approve the revised draft of the 
Practice Division Definition document. The motion was seconded by Jonathan 
Ratliff. The motion passed unanimously.  



2. State Director Guidelines and Assignments – The revised draft State 
Director Guidelines and Assignments document was presented to 
the board. This document defines the tasks and responsibilities of 
the State Directors.  
 

A motion was made by Clinton Patrick to approve the revised draft of the State 
Director Guidelines and Assignments document for it to go into effect in FY26-
27. The motion was seconded by Jonathan Ratliff. The motion passed 
unanimously.  

 
3. Committee Composition Review – The revised draft of the Proposed 

Amendment for Committee Composition was presented to the 
board. A discussion took place about the implications of this 
document being used to appoint committee members to have the 
majority vote swayed in a certain direction. A potential solution was 
presented that there must be a limit of how many members can be 
added to a committee.  

 
A motion was made by Melanie Caillouet to approve the revised draft of the 
Proposed Amendment for Committee Composition with a change to the first 
bullet that would state “Appoint a maximum of three additional members …”, 
the word “certain” be removed from paragraph one, and the sentence to read 
“Committees may require specialized…” The motion was seconded by Bliss 
Bernard. The motion passed with one opposed.   
 

4. LES Emeritus Board Members – The revised draft of the LES Emeritus 
Board Members proposal was presented to the board. 
  

A motion was made by Kimberly McDaniel to approve the revised draft of the 
LES Emeritus Board Members proposal. The motion was seconded by Jeff Pike. 
The motion passed unanimously.  
 

11. New Business  
a. Update on JESC – The JESC update was given with the Executive Director report in 

Item 9. 

b. Membership Committee update – The committee would like to propose an 
increased budget for FY26-27 from $1,000 up to $3,000 to cover new initiatives 
including attending other conferences, printing membership documents, and other 
potential ways to increase membership. The committee is planning to use the 
$1,000 in this year’s budget to print business cards with LES information. The plans 
for this have not yet been finalized but are being worked on. The membership 
committee is currently working on ideas to reach out to firms and brainstorming 
other ideas to increase membership retention.  



c. Alexandria Chapter Report – Currently has 95 members. State Director Jonathan 
Ratliff attended the previous chapter luncheon. The Mathcounts competition was 
held on February 6 but only had two schools participating.  

d. Baton Rouge Chapter Report – Currently has 570 members. Not present and no 
report submitted.  

e. Bayou Chapter Report – Currently has 77 members. The chapters have had two 
chapter meetings so far, one being a legislative overview and one hosting Brandon 
Lomansey. Planning for the upcoming annual golf tournament has begun. The 
chapter has voted to increase their scholarship endowment to be able to award two 
$500 scholarships. Their chapter Mathcounts competition was held in conjunction 
with the Lafayette chapter competition on February 6 in which they had one school 
participating.  

f. Lafayette Chapter Report – Currently has 394 members. Lafayette had their holiday 
social in December and in January hosted Rudy Simoneaux, PE, Chief of Engineering 
at Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority of Louisiana. The February chapter 
meeting was in conjunction with ULL. The Chapter Mathcounts competition was 
held on February 6 and had the highest attendance to date. Meetings for March and 
April are scheduled.  

g. Lake Charles Chapter Report – Currently has 138 members. There was no meeting 
in December due to the holidays. The January luncheon hosted Gainey’s concrete. 
The chamber of Southwest Economics Alliance. The chapter is struggling financially 
and has been personally funded by the chapter board meetings for their Mathcounts 
competition. The April chapter meeting has been cancelled due to funding. The 
chapter held a call with ExCom to discuss potential options to restructure their 
chapter financially.  
 
A motion was made by ExCom to grant the Lake Charles Chapter with a grant for 
$1,000 and the option to offer an interest-free loan up to $4,000 over the next 6 
months to be paid back to LES, pending ExCom review for the use of the loan. 
The motion was amended to say that Lake Charles will get a one-time $1,000 
grant, and from now on the ExCom can make the decision to assist chapters up 
to $3,000. The motion was seconded by Jonathan Ratliff. The motion passed 
unanimously.  
 

h. Monroe Chapter Report – Currently has 112 members. The January chapter meeting 
held a tour at the local ICE facility which was well attended. The February chapter 
meeting hosted a speaker from Gainey’s. The chapter is hosting its annual Skeet 
Shoot tournament on May 8, 2026.   

 
i. New Orleans Chapter Report – Currently has 557 members. Not present and no 

report submitted.  
 



j. Shreveport Chapter Report – Currently has 131 members. The Shreveport chapter 
hosted a Christmas social in December which was a joint event with ASCE and IEEE. 
The February luncheon hosted Justyn Dixon with North Louisiana Economic 
Partnership. There is a joint ethics luncheon with ASCE where Jeff Pike will present. 
April and May meetings are still to be scheduled.  

 
k. State Director Report 

 
1. David Gereighty – David shared the New Orleans Chapter update 

during the State Director report. The New Orleans chapter hosted a 
meeting that hosted individuals with NASA. The chapter also held a 
joint meeting with UNO that was well attended. The New Orleans 
Chapter Mathcounts competition was held on February 28 with over 
10 schools.  

2. Joey Krefft – Joey visited the Shreveport chapter for their February 
luncheon which had approximately 25 attendees. He previously 
visited the Baton Rouge chapter in September 2025.  

3. Jonathan Ratliff – Jonathan visited both of his assigned chapters, 
New Orleans and Alexandria, and had positive feedback for each.     

4. Hagan Lawrence – Hagan attended the Lafayette chapter meeting in 
January.  

  
l. PEC Update – No report given.   

m. PEE Update – Reggie Jeter and ViJay Gopu currently serve as the PEE representatives 
on LAPELS. Reggie Jeter is expected to roll off the Board this year once a 
replacement is appointed by the Governor’s office; no update on the appointment 
has been provided to date. As of this meeting there has been no update.  
 

n. PEG Update – No report given.   

o. PEI Update – No report given.   

p. PEPP Update – No report given.  

12. Announcements  
a. The next LES Board of Direction meeting is scheduled for April 10, 2026, in Baton 

Rouge at GEC, conference room 154.  
b. The Honors & Awards Ceremony will be hosted on Saturday, March 14, 2026, at City 

Club of Baton Rouge.  
c. JCW Creative will be at JESC taking pictures and videos for the website design.  

 
13. Adjournment – A motion was made by Bliss Bernard to adjourn the meeting. The motion 

was seconded by Melanie Caillouet. The motion passed unanimously. The meeting was 
adjourned at 8:56 PM.  


