LOUISIANA ENGINEERING SOCIETY
BOARD OF DIRECTION MEETING
April 10, 2026
Baton Rouge, LA

1. The meeting of the Louisiana Engineering Society (LES) Board of Direction was held on
Friday, April 10, 2026, at the GEC office in Baton Rouge, LA. A quorum was established, and
the meeting was called to order by President Gavin Gautreau at 11:04 AM.

Board Members Present

Gavin Gautreau, PE, President

Clinton Patrick, PE, PLS, Vice-President

Rachel Kenney, PE, 2" Vice-President

Kimberly McDaniel, PE, Secretary-Treasurer

Bliss Bernard, PE, Young Engineer Representative
Joey Krefft, PE, State Director

Jonathan Ratliff, PE, State Director

David Gereighty, PE, State Director

Laurence Lambert, I, PE, Baton Rouge Chapter President
Grant Besse, PE, Lafayette Chapter President
Kalyn Partin, PE, Lake Charles Chapter President
Noah Sampognaro, PE, Monroe Chapter President
Eric Wright, PE, New Orleans Chapter President
Stan Whitney, PE, PEC Chair

Jeffrey Pike, PE, PEE Chair

Alan Krouse, PE, PEPP Chair

Mary Claire Ruckert, Executive Director

Board Members Virtually Present

Jason Fennell, PE, NSPE Representative

Brad Rachel, PE, Alexandria Chapter President
Patrick Furlong, PE, PEG Chair

Frank Betts, PE, PEI Chair

Board Members Absent

Melanie Caillouet, PE, Past President

Hagan Lawrence, PE, State Director

Jacob Prosperie, PE, Bayou Chapter President
Luke Haney, PE, Shreveport Chapter President

Guests/Staff Present

Alexa Broussard, Assistant Director
Ashton Arendell, JCW Creative Design
Ross Comeaux, JCW Creative Design




2. The Invocation was given by Jeffrey Pike.
3. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
4. LES Vision & Mission Statement was read by Clinton Patrick.

5. Acceptance of Agenda —
A motion was made by Clinton Patrick to move the website preview (item 11a) to
immediately following the acceptance of the agenda. The motion was seconded by
Kalyn Partin. The motion passed unanimously.

6. Acceptance of the March 2026 meeting minutes —
A motion was made by Rachel Kenney to accept the March 2026 meeting minutes. The
motion was seconded by Kalyn Partin. The motion passed unanimously.

7. President’s Report —The 2026 legislative session has been calm thus far. One bill that LES is
monitoring closely is HB 387 which limits architects to conducting site work including
drainage, grading, sidewalks, pavements, and utilities only to areas within 5 feet of the
foundation and enables the Fire Marshal to enforce the requirement. Representative Foy
Gadberry and ACEC are negotiating with the Architects relative to “limits placed on
architects to conducting site work including drainage, grading, sidewalks, pavements, and
utilities only to areas within 5 feet of the foundation”. If negotiations do not go well, LES may
need to take supportive action/outreach. Another bill on the LES radar is SB 291 which
redefines the definition of architecture to include “art and science of designing, in whole or
in part, the exterior and interior of buildings and the site around them.” The phrase “the site
around them” is an engineer’s purview and should not be included. It was in the draft
version but has not been present in the filed version. We are keeping an eye to ensure it’s
not added via an amendment. Additionally, the ExCom will meet soon to review the
proposed 2026 — 2027 budget, which will be reviewed at the June 2026 board meeting.
Lastly, magazine articles are due to Mary Claire by April 15.

8. Secretary/Treasurer’s Report
a. Financial Reports as of 3/31/2026 were reviewed and discussed. JESC expenses
have been paid out and the JESC was extremely successful this year. LEF has paid
the outstanding balance of $63,000 they owed LES and those funds have been put
into the LES Money Market account. The 2026 — 2027 budget will be presented and
voted on at the June 2026 board meeting.

A motion was made to accept the financial reports by Kalyn Partin. The motion was
seconded by Clinton Patrick. The motion passed unanimously.

9. Executive Director’s Report (see attached report)
a. JESC Updates - The projected net income goal for JESC was $55,000. This year’s net
income was $76,118.71, making this year’s JESC extremely successful.
b. Mathcounts update — The State Mathcounts Competition was held on Friday, March
27 and was a successful event. Itis a reminder that volunteers are always needed
for the State Competition. This year’s competition had the bare minimum needed to



run the event. Chapters are required to provide at least 3 volunteers from their
chapter. A discussion took place about bringing in volunteers that are not members
of LES, which is acceptable within reason.

Membership Update — As of April 1, 2026, LES has 2,236 members.

10. Old Business

a.

NSPE Update — Nothing to report. A discussion took place about the new NSPE
CEOQO's focus on membership growth and whether that could raise the possibility of
NSPE seeking reintegration with LES and how LES might respond in that situation.
LES would be open to talks, but certain criteria would need to be set in order to
consider reintegrating.

11. New Business

a.

Website preview — Ashton Arendell and Ross Comeaux with JCW Creative Design
gave a presentation on the progress that has been made on the LES and LEF website
redesigns. The website redesigns were received well, with a few suggestions such as
adding the total number of scholarship funds given, updating board officer
headshots to look more cohesive with each other, and adding the number of
registered PEs in Louisiana to the website. The JCW team is continuing to make edits
and to build out the websites.

Alexandria Chapter Report — See attached report. Currently has 96 members. There
was no meeting in March due to JESC. The April luncheon hosted Mr. Greg Roache
with Gainey’s who gave a presentation on MIC and corrosion protection for
concrete. The Chapter’s final meeting for this year will be held on May 5 and will
host Mr. Nick Stellar with Foundation Technologies, Inc. The chapter will have an
election for their board at the May chapter luncheon.

Baton Rouge Chapter Report — Currently has 590 members. The Baton Rouge
chapter hosted Paul Sawyer, Executive Director of the Amite River Basin
Commission in January. The chapter Mathcounts competition was held in February
and hosted 130 students. The chapter annual E-Week luncheon was held on
February 24 where the chapter distributed 7 awards and 4 scholarships to deserving
individuals. The chapter hosted a young member social event in March as well as
the Annual Wintz Memorial Golf Tournament, which proved successful. The March
chapter meeting hosted David Ramirez, Chief of Hydraulics-Hydrology-Coastal
Engineering Branch of the US Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans Branch. The
annual Ethics Crawfish Boil with presenter Chris Knotts is scheduled for May 16 and
will be the last event for this fiscal year. Nominations are being accepted for Director
for the Baton Rouge chapter board.

Bayou Chapter Report — Currently has 75 members. Not present and no report
submitted.

Lafayette Chapter Report — Currently has 420 members. Lafayette had a March
chapter luncheon that hosted George Femmer of the Drone Institute. There is an



upcoming luncheon about 3D printed concrete in April. The May luncheon will be
the chapter’s annual crawfish boil that is conjoined with ASCE and IEEE.

Lake Charles Chapter Report — Currently has 146 members. The chapterisin a
better position financially. The March meeting hosted the mayor of Lake Charles and
was well attended. The chapter did try to provide a virtual option for this meeting,
but there were no virtual registrants. The Lake Charles chapter would like to thank
the Bayou chapter for providing funding for the Lake Charles Mathcounts
competition. The April chapter luncheon was cancelled while the details with the
new venue are being worked out. The new venue will be the LNG Center of
Excellence at McNeese University. The chapter board remains the same.

Monroe Chapter Report — Currently has 116 members. The April chapter meeting
was held on April 9 and hosted Justin Walton with Contech Engineered Solutions,
LLC who gave a presentation on Design Applications for DuroMaxx SRPE pipe
technologies. The chapter Mathcounts coordinator, Brooke Edmondson, was at that
meeting and gave a Mathcounts update to their attendees. Brooke was able to get a
$250 grant to help with their chapter competition and is hoping to get more
participation for upcoming years. The chapter Annual Skeet Shoot is scheduled for
May 8 at Wild Wings. The last chapter meeting for this fiscal year will be held on May
14 and will host a presenter from Gainey’s.

New Orleans Chapter Report — Currently has 569 members. The February chapter
meeting hosted Dr. Hridesh Rajan from Tulane University and had many students in
attendance. The March chapter meeting hosted Johann Palacios with PACE Group,
LLC who presented on virtual design and construction. The upcoming meeting will
be on April 15 and will be the annual Ethics Presentation with Dr. Norma Jean
Mattei, PE, PhD.

Shreveport Chapter Report — Currently has 133 members. The Shreveport chapter
hosted a joint meeting with ASCE on March 19 in which Jeff Pike, PE gave an Ethics
presentation. The chapter’s next meeting was held on April 8. The last chapter
meeting of this fiscal year will be held on May 13, and the topic and speaker are to
be determined.

State Director Updates — See attached report from Jonathan Ratliff. A discussion
took place about Chapters using QR codes in their meetings that leads attendees to
get their PDH certificate. Instructions on how to do this will be included in the new
officer training.

PEC Update — PEC will begin looking for names to submit to the governor’s office
next year. The State Office will send out a campaign this summer to members
requesting that they have the most accurate Practice Division selected on their
profile based on the definitions voted on in the last meeting.



l.  PEE Update — Reggie Jeter and Vilay Gopu currently serve as the PEE representatives
on LAPELS. Reggie Jeter is expected to roll off the Board once a replacementis
appointed by the Governor’s office; no update on the appointment has been
provided to date. One of the four individuals that were submitted to the governor’s
office, Mike Theodos, has requested to take his name out of the running due to
professional/personal reasons. Mary Claire has notified the governor’s office of this
update.

m. PEG Update — No report given.

n. PElUpdate - Linda Bergeron has completed her term on the LAPELS board and is
also expected to roll off once the governor’s office selects the new representative
from the names submitted to their office.

0. PEPP Update - There is concern about the governor’s office waiting so long to
appoint individuals to the LAPELS board and the negative impacts that could have
on the LAPELS board as a whole.

12. Announcements
a. The next LES Board of Direction meeting is scheduled for June 5, 2026, in Baton
Rouge at GEC, conference room 154. Incoming chapter presidents are invited to
attend this meeting along with the outgoing chapter presidents.

13. Adjournment — A motion was made by Kimberly McDaniel to adjourn the meeting. The
motion was seconded by Clinton Patrick. The motion passed unanimously. The
meeting was adjourned at 12:06 PM.



