
Louisiana Engineering Society Board of Direction Meeting 
 April 10, 2026 – 11:00 AM 

GEC Conference Room – Baton Rouge, LA 
 

1. Call to Order         Gavin Gautreau 

2. Invocation         Jeff Pike 

3. Pledge of Allegiance        Clinton Patrick 

4. LES Vision & Mission Statement      Clinton Patrick  

5. Acceptance of Agenda       Gavin Gautreau 

6. Acceptance of March 2026 meeting minutes     Gavin Gautreau 

7. President’s Report        Gavin Gautreau 

8. Secretary-Treasurer’s Report     

a. Financial Reports of 3/31/26      Kimberly McDaniel 
1) LES P&L statement 
2) LES Balance Sheet  

9. Executive Director’s Report       Mary Claire Ruckert 

10. Old Business 

a. NSPE Update        Jason Fennell    

11. New Business 

a. Preview of new websites      Mary Claire Ruckert 
b. Alexandria Chapter & Membership Report     Brad Rachel 
c. Baton Rouge Chapter & Membership Report     Laurence Lambert 
d. Bayou Chapter & Membership Report     Jacob Prosperie 
e. Lafayette Chapter & Membership Report     Grant Besse 
f. Lake Charles Chapter & Membership Report     Kalyn Partin 
g. Monroe Chapter & Membership Report    Noah Sampognaro 
h. New Orleans Chapter & Membership Report    Eric Wright 
i. Shreveport Chapter & Membership Report    Luke Haney 
j. State Director Updates      State Directors 
k. PEC         Stan Whitney 
l. PEE         Jeff Pike 
m. PEG         Patrick Furlong 
n. PEI         Frank Betts 
o. PEPP         Alan Krouse 

12. Announcements 

a. The next LES Board of Direction meeting is scheduled for June 5, 2026 in Baton Rouge at GEC 
(8282 Goodwood Blvd.). We will be in the large conference room (Room 154). 

13. Adjournment 



LOUISIANA ENGINEERING SOCIETY 
BOARD OF DIRECTION MEETING 

March 3, 2026 
Lafayette, LA  

1. The meeting of the Louisiana Engineering Society (LES) Board of Direction was held on
Tuesday, March 3, 2026, at the Hilton Garden Inn in Lafayette, LA. A quorum was
established, and the meeting was called to order by President Gavin Gautreau at 6:45 PM.

Board Members Present 
Gavin Gautreau, PE, President 
Clinton Patrick, PE, PLS, Vice-President 
Kimberly McDaniel, PE, Secretary-Treasurer 
Jason Fennell, PE, NSPE Representative 
Bliss Bernard, PE, Young Engineer Representative  
Melanie Caillouet, PE, Past President 
Joey Krefft, PE, State Director 
Jonathan Ratliff, PE, State Director 
David Gereighty, PE, State Director 
Brad Rachel, PE, Alexandria Chapter President 
Jacob Prosperie, PE, Bayou Chapter President 
Grant Besse, PE, Lafayette Chapter President 
Kalyn Partin, PE, Lake Charles Chapter President 
Noah Sampognaro, PE, Monroe Chapter President 
Luke Haney, PE, Shreveport Chapter President 
Jeffrey Pike, PE, PEE Chair 
Patrick Furlong, PE, PEG Chair  
Frank Betts, PE, PEI Chair 
Alan Krouse, PE, PEPP Chair 
Mary Claire Ruckert, Executive Director 

Board Members Virtually Present 
Rachel Kenney, PE, 2nd Vice-President 
Eric Wright, PE, New Orleans Chapter President 
Stan Whitney, PE, PEC Chair 

Board Members Absent 
Hagan Lawrence, PE, State Director 
Laurence Lambert, II, PE, Baton Rouge Chapter President 

Guests/Staff Present 
Alexa Broussard, Assistant Director 
Foy Gadberry, PE 
Miles Williams, PE, Legislative Committee Chair 

Item 6



2. The Invocation was given by Jeffrey Pike. 

3. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

4. LES Vision & Mission Statement was read by Clinton Patrick.  

5. Acceptance of Agenda –  
A motion was made by Melanie Caillouet to add an item for a Legislative Update 
immediately following this motion and a motion was made by Kalyn Partin to add an 
item for a membership update under Old Business. The motions were seconded by 
Kimberly McDaniel. The motions passed unanimously.  
 
Legislative Update – Miles Williams gave a presentation on the upcoming Legislative 
Session and LES’s stance on the following bills: (see attached report) 

• HB 194 – Provides relative to preemptive periods. LES should take no official 
position 

• HB 170 – Provides relative to construction contracts. LES should take no official 
position 

• HB 235 – Authorizes a person to install an individual sewer treatment system in 
certain circumstances. More information is needed to determine a stance on this 
bill 

• HB 387 – Provides for the incidental practice of engineering. ACEC sponsored bill – 
LES should generally support at this time 

• HB 755 - Establishes indefinite delivery and indefinite quantity professional services 
contracting for design services for certain projects. This bill will be of interest to 
ACEC, recommended no position for LES 

• HB 901 - Provides for funding to certain entities for infrastructure-related projects 
within the Department of Transportation and Development. LES will take no position 
on this bill 

• SB 291 - Provides relative to the practice of architecture. LES should oppose this bill 
if filed as written. (Since the meeting, the bill has been filed, but the language 
regarding “site around them” has been removed from the proposed definition of 
architecture.) 

• HB 928 - Provides relative to commercial building codes. LES will take no position at 
this time. 

 
6. Acceptance of the November 2025 meeting minutes –  

A motion was made by Kimberly McDaniel to accept the November 2025 meeting 
minutes. The motion was seconded by Jeff Pike. The motion passed unanimously.  
 

7. President’s Report – The Louisiana Engineering Foundation board met and voted to partner 
with Plancorp as a fiduciary advisor since selling the Engineering Center. Both digitizing 
documents and the website redesign projects have both begun and are making progress. 
The time capsule from the Engineering Center has been removed and a frame has been built 
for it. When it is completed, it will be relocated to the current LES office where it will move 



with the LES office until it is ready to be opened in 2098. Gavin and Mary Claire went to the 
New Orleans chapter luncheon in December and will attend the Lake Charles chapter 
luncheon in March.   
 

8. Secretary/Treasurer’s Report  
a. Financial Reports as of 1/31/2026 were reviewed and discussed. The financial 

documents show a significantly high balance, but this is due to the JESC income 
coming in, but the expenses are not yet coming out. The LEF will repay LES now that 
LEF has sold the Engineering Center. That totals $63,000 that will be repaid to LES 
and will go into the LES Money Market account.   

A motion was made to accept the financial reports by Melanie Caillouet. The motion 
was seconded by Clinton Patrick. The motion passed unanimously.  

9. Executive Director’s Report (see attached report) 
a. JESC Updates – The income goal for JESC was $135,000 with $80,000 in expenses 

and as of March 2, the income has been $150,975.81 and expenses are $77,000 so 
the net income is estimated to be approximately $72,000. All speaker slots have 
been filled, 48 exhibitor booths have been sold, and 271 attendees are registered. 
There is 2 silver sponsors, 1 bar sponsor, 1 lanyard sponsor and 2 event sponsors.  

b. Insurance Policy – The insurance policy for contents of our office is $1,212 per year. 
It is recommended that LES and LEF split the bill every year moving forward. This will 
be discussed during budget planning for 2026 – 2027.  

c. Honors & Awards – The Honors & Awards ceremony will be held on Saturday, March 
14th at City Club of Baton Rouge. Registration for this event is often dependent on 
who won awards, and it has been a breakeven event at best. We need to start 
considering different options to honor our recipients in the future. A lengthy 
discussion took place about this event, and having the President and Executive 
Director distribute these awards at their perspective Chapter luncheons rather than 
having a standalone event. The board is encouraged to give their thoughts and input 
to Mary Claire.  

d. Membership Update – As of February 19, 2025, LES has 2,173 members.  
 

10. Old Business 
a. NSPE Update – Membership has been trending down, but it seems to be picking 

back up. A new CEO has been hired but not formally introduced yet. NSPE is hoping 
that the new CEO will have ideas to increase membership. No State Societies have 
become unintegrated in the last few years.  

b. Review of Documents from November 2025 meeting 
1. Practice Division Definition Review – The revised draft of the Practice 

Division Definition document was presented to the board.   
 

A motion was made by Kimberly McDaniel to approve the revised draft of the 
Practice Division Definition document. The motion was seconded by Jonathan 
Ratliff. The motion passed unanimously.  



2. State Director Guidelines and Assignments – The revised draft State 
Director Guidelines and Assignments document was presented to 
the board. This document defines the tasks and responsibilities of 
the State Directors.  
 

A motion was made by Clinton Patrick to approve the revised draft of the State 
Director Guidelines and Assignments document for it to go into effect in FY26-
27. The motion was seconded by Jonathan Ratliff. The motion passed 
unanimously.  

 
3. Committee Composition Review – The revised draft of the Proposed 

Amendment for Committee Composition was presented to the 
board. A discussion took place about the implications of this 
document being used to appoint committee members to have the 
majority vote swayed in a certain direction. A potential solution was 
presented that there must be a limit of how many members can be 
added to a committee.  

 
A motion was made by Melanie Caillouet to approve the revised draft of the 
Proposed Amendment for Committee Composition with a change to the first 
bullet that would state “Appoint a maximum of three additional members …”, 
the word “certain” be removed from paragraph one, and the sentence to read 
“Committees may require specialized…” The motion was seconded by Bliss 
Bernard. The motion passed with one opposed.   
 

4. LES Emeritus Board Members – The revised draft of the LES Emeritus 
Board Members proposal was presented to the board. 
  

A motion was made by Kimberly McDaniel to approve the revised draft of the 
LES Emeritus Board Members proposal. The motion was seconded by Jeff Pike. 
The motion passed unanimously.  
 

11. New Business  
a. Update on JESC – The JESC update was given with the Executive Director report in 

Item 9. 

b. Membership Committee update – The committee would like to propose an 
increased budget for FY26-27 from $1,000 up to $3,000 to cover new initiatives 
including attending other conferences, printing membership documents, and other 
potential ways to increase membership. The committee is planning to use the 
$1,000 in this year’s budget to print business cards with LES information. The plans 
for this have not yet been finalized but are being worked on. The membership 
committee is currently working on ideas to reach out to firms and brainstorming 
other ideas to increase membership retention.  



c. Alexandria Chapter Report – Currently has 95 members. State Director Jonathan 
Ratliff attended the previous chapter luncheon. The Mathcounts competition was 
held on February 6 but only had two schools participating.  

d. Baton Rouge Chapter Report – Currently has 570 members. Not present and no 
report submitted.  

e. Bayou Chapter Report – Currently has 77 members. The chapters have had two 
chapter meetings so far, one being a legislative overview and one hosting Brandon 
Lomansey. Planning for the upcoming annual golf tournament has begun. The 
chapter has voted to increase their scholarship endowment to be able to award two 
$500 scholarships. Their chapter Mathcounts competition was held in conjunction 
with the Lafayette chapter competition on February 6 in which they had one school 
participating.  

f. Lafayette Chapter Report – Currently has 394 members. Lafayette had their holiday 
social in December and in January hosted Rudy Simoneaux, PE, Chief of Engineering 
at Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority of Louisiana. The February chapter 
meeting was in conjunction with ULL. The Chapter Mathcounts competition was 
held on February 6 and had the highest attendance to date. Meetings for March and 
April are scheduled.  

g. Lake Charles Chapter Report – Currently has 138 members. There was no meeting 
in December due to the holidays. The January luncheon hosted Gainey’s concrete. 
The chamber of Southwest Economics Alliance. The chapter is struggling financially 
and has been personally funded by the chapter board meetings for their Mathcounts 
competition. The April chapter meeting has been cancelled due to funding. The 
chapter held a call with ExCom to discuss potential options to restructure their 
chapter financially.  
 
A motion was made by ExCom to grant the Lake Charles Chapter with a grant for 
$1,000 and the option to offer an interest-free loan up to $4,000 over the next 6 
months to be paid back to LES, pending ExCom review for the use of the loan. 
The motion was amended to say that Lake Charles will get a one-time $1,000 
grant, and from now on the ExCom can make the decision to assist chapters up 
to $3,000. The motion was seconded by Jonathan Ratliff. The motion passed 
unanimously.  
 

h. Monroe Chapter Report – Currently has 112 members. The January chapter meeting 
held a tour at the local ICE facility which was well attended. The February chapter 
meeting hosted a speaker from Gainey’s. The chapter is hosting its annual Skeet 
Shoot tournament on May 8, 2026.   

 
i. New Orleans Chapter Report – Currently has 557 members. Not present and no 

report submitted.  
 



j. Shreveport Chapter Report – Currently has 131 members. The Shreveport chapter 
hosted a Christmas social in December which was a joint event with ASCE and IEEE. 
The February luncheon hosted Justyn Dixon with North Louisiana Economic 
Partnership. There is a joint ethics luncheon with ASCE where Jeff Pike will present. 
April and May meetings are still to be scheduled.  

 
k. State Director Report 

 
1. David Gereighty – David shared the New Orleans Chapter update 

during the State Director report. The New Orleans chapter hosted a 
meeting that hosted individuals with NASA. The chapter also held a 
joint meeting with UNO that was well attended. The New Orleans 
Chapter Mathcounts competition was held on February 28 with over 
10 schools.  

2. Joey Krefft – Joey visited the Shreveport chapter for their February 
luncheon which had approximately 25 attendees. He previously 
visited the Baton Rouge chapter in September 2025.  

3. Jonathan Ratliff – Jonathan visited both of his assigned chapters, 
New Orleans and Alexandria, and had positive feedback for each.     

4. Hagan Lawrence – Hagan attended the Lafayette chapter meeting in 
January.  

  
l. PEC Update – No report given.   

m. PEE Update – Reggie Jeter and ViJay Gopu currently serve as the PEE representatives 
on LAPELS. Reggie Jeter is expected to roll off the Board this year once a 
replacement is appointed by the Governor’s office; no update on the appointment 
has been provided to date. As of this meeting there has been no update.  
 

n. PEG Update – No report given.   

o. PEI Update – No report given.   

p. PEPP Update – No report given.  

12. Announcements  
a. The next LES Board of Direction meeting is scheduled for April 10, 2026, in Baton 

Rouge at GEC, conference room 154.  
b. The Honors & Awards Ceremony will be hosted on Saturday, March 14, 2026, at City 

Club of Baton Rouge.  
c. JCW Creative will be at JESC taking pictures and videos for the website design.  

 
13. Adjournment – A motion was made by Bliss Bernard to adjourn the meeting. The motion 

was seconded by Melanie Caillouet. The motion passed unanimously. The meeting was 
adjourned at 8:56 PM.  



LES Legislative Update 
 
APRIL 9, 2026   - INTERIM ASSESSMENT OF BILLS OF INTEREST FOR 2026 
LEGISLATIVE SESSION –  
 

 
 

Last Action: 3-31-26 Reported favorably from House Committee 
 

HB 194   

       
 

 

  Riser, Neil(R) 
Cathey, Jr., Stewart(R) 

Provides relative to preemptive periods. 

 
Abstract: Specifies the preemptive period for actions against a professional engineer, 
surveyor, professional interior designer, architect, or real estate developer. 
 
This bill appears to be in the best interest of the profession and therefore I 
think LES should take no official position on this bill.  If the author asks for 
support, we could recommend to the executive committee that we provide it. 
 
4/9 UPDATE:  This bill appears to be moving favorably through. No 
immediate action necessary from LES 
 
 
 

Last Action: Passed House unanimously - awaiting 

committee hearing in Senate 
 

HB 170   

       
 

 

Riser, Neil(R) 
Cathey, Jr., Stewart(R) 

Provides relative to construction 

contracts. 

This bill has a very narrow intent – “regarding keeping LA projects disputes in LA. RS 
9:2779”.  The proposed definition applies only for the purposes of applicable jurisdiction 
for disputes and therefore differences between design contracts and construction 
contracts is not really material. 
 
This bill appears to be in the best interest of the profession and therefore I 
think LES should take no official position on this bill. 
 

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https:/www.legis.la.gov/Legis/BillInfo.aspx?i=249838___.YXAzOmxvdWlzaWFuYWVuZ2luZWVyaW5nc29jaWV0eTpjOm86YTQ2YmVmN2E1N2NlZTIzNDMxZDAyMzU5ZmViMzk5MzQ6NzoyY2RjOjM5OWMxYmU4MGVjYjVmMDIzZTJkNzUyYjdlMjRlMTBhN2MyZmZiZTgyMGZlMDk0MjVkMWQ3ODM5NWFlM2U3ODA6cDpUOkY
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https:/url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/Gtf3ClY0EOCRRMlBhlUrSzvfNB?domain=house.louisiana.gov___.YXAzOmxvdWlzaWFuYWVuZ2luZWVyaW5nc29jaWV0eTpjOm86YTQ2YmVmN2E1N2NlZTIzNDMxZDAyMzU5ZmViMzk5MzQ6NzoxZTUwOjFlN2EzMjA4N2FhOTI2MWZkNjUzNmY3YjJhMGRkN2YyNTczZGYwZTZkZjdiMTNmYWNjZjQxY2Q4NDY3YzRmODI6cDpUOkY
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https:/url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/mXQtCmZkNwsyyMqmfMczSR5dI9?domain=senate.legis.state.la.us/___.YXAzOmxvdWlzaWFuYWVuZ2luZWVyaW5nc29jaWV0eTpjOm86YTQ2YmVmN2E1N2NlZTIzNDMxZDAyMzU5ZmViMzk5MzQ6Nzo0MGY2OjQxNTVmMjgwMTY2NmZmMTk1ZjZiZDQ2YTNhNDc5MDFiM2IyMjdjMWI4OTdlM2RlMjRhMDA0NDJmNDMzNTEzNGU6cDpUOkY
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https:/www.legis.la.gov/Legis/BillInfo.aspx?i=249814___.YXAzOmxvdWlzaWFuYWVuZ2luZWVyaW5nc29jaWV0eTpjOm86YTQ2YmVmN2E1N2NlZTIzNDMxZDAyMzU5ZmViMzk5MzQ6Nzo1Mzg2OjMzMmZmZjlhZmY2OWZhZWZkNjM4NjdmYjUyNmU0ZTA1NDIyMzg5NDM4OThhZDlhYjIyNjFjNDA5ZGVmOTdmZGQ6cDpUOkY
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https:/url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/Gtf3ClY0EOCRRMlBhlUrSzvfNB?domain=house.louisiana.gov___.YXAzOmxvdWlzaWFuYWVuZ2luZWVyaW5nc29jaWV0eTpjOm86YTQ2YmVmN2E1N2NlZTIzNDMxZDAyMzU5ZmViMzk5MzQ6NzoxZTUwOjFlN2EzMjA4N2FhOTI2MWZkNjUzNmY3YjJhMGRkN2YyNTczZGYwZTZkZjdiMTNmYWNjZjQxY2Q4NDY3YzRmODI6cDpUOkY
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https:/url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/mXQtCmZkNwsyyMqmfMczSR5dI9?domain=senate.legis.state.la.us/___.YXAzOmxvdWlzaWFuYWVuZ2luZWVyaW5nc29jaWV0eTpjOm86YTQ2YmVmN2E1N2NlZTIzNDMxZDAyMzU5ZmViMzk5MzQ6Nzo0MGY2OjQxNTVmMjgwMTY2NmZmMTk1ZjZiZDQ2YTNhNDc5MDFiM2IyMjdjMWI4OTdlM2RlMjRhMDA0NDJmNDMzNTEzNGU6cDpUOkY


4/9 UPDATE:  This bill appears to be moving favorably through. No 
immediate action necessary from LES 
 
 
 
 

Last Action: Passed House - awaiting committee hearing 

in Senate 
 

HB 235   

       
 

 

Fontenot, 

Bryan(R)  

Authorizes a person to install an individual sewer 

treatment system in certain circumstances. 

 

  

    

Abstract: Authorizes a person to install an individual sewerage system despite the 
presence of community sewerage system unless the community sewerage system is 
owned by a municipality of this state 
 
HAYNIES FIND OUT MORE ABOUT WHO NEEDS TO BE TALKED TO 
 
NEED TO FIND OUT WHAT THIS BILL IS ABOUT – THIS APPEARS TO BE DETRIMENTAL 
TO THE HEALTH & SAFETY OF THE PUBLIC 
 
4/9 UPDATE:  This bill has been amended to allow local 
municipalities to regulate the requirements therefore making it more 
acceptable.  It appears to be moving favorably through as amended. 
No action necessary from LES at this time. 
 
 
 

 

Last Action: 2-25-26 H Referred to House Committee on House 

Municipal and Parochial Affairs – not heard yet 
 

 HB 387   

       
 

 

Gadberry, Foy(R)  Provides for the incidental practice of 

engineering. 

 
Proposed law limits architects to conducting site work including drainage, grading, 
sidewalks, pavements, and utilities only to areas within 5 feet of the foundation. 
 
Proposed law also enables Fire Marshal to enforce this requirement. 
 
ACEC SPONSORED BILL – WE SHOULD GENERALLY SUPPORT 

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https:/www.legis.la.gov/Legis/BillInfo.aspx?i=249903___.YXAzOmxvdWlzaWFuYWVuZ2luZWVyaW5nc29jaWV0eTpjOm86YTQ2YmVmN2E1N2NlZTIzNDMxZDAyMzU5ZmViMzk5MzQ6NzowNDc4OmRlN2Y5ZjFiNzRiMjAxODMyNDhkNmViYTZmYmU5MWY4MTUzYTkyMjM4YjE5ZWMzZjQ4MDliZWIwZDMxOGUzYjc6cDpUOkY
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https:/url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/ahfzCrkpV0HQQmO5C2tNS4xmWf?domain=house.louisiana.gov___.YXAzOmxvdWlzaWFuYWVuZ2luZWVyaW5nc29jaWV0eTpjOm86YTQ2YmVmN2E1N2NlZTIzNDMxZDAyMzU5ZmViMzk5MzQ6Nzo0ZDA1OjQ3YWJkYWZmOGQ5MTQ1YzIzNzQxNzEzOWZhOGM1NTEzNDcxMzAzZjk2MDlkYWE1YzUwNjQ2OGM1ZTQzZDllNTU6cDpUOkY
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https:/url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/ahfzCrkpV0HQQmO5C2tNS4xmWf?domain=house.louisiana.gov___.YXAzOmxvdWlzaWFuYWVuZ2luZWVyaW5nc29jaWV0eTpjOm86YTQ2YmVmN2E1N2NlZTIzNDMxZDAyMzU5ZmViMzk5MzQ6Nzo0ZDA1OjQ3YWJkYWZmOGQ5MTQ1YzIzNzQxNzEzOWZhOGM1NTEzNDcxMzAzZjk2MDlkYWE1YzUwNjQ2OGM1ZTQzZDllNTU6cDpUOkY
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https:/url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/xYZ7CERyWls44qjQFEc0S7ZjpF?domain=legis.la.gov___.YXAzOmxvdWlzaWFuYWVuZ2luZWVyaW5nc29jaWV0eTpjOm86YTQ2YmVmN2E1N2NlZTIzNDMxZDAyMzU5ZmViMzk5MzQ6Nzo4MGMyOjE3N2E3MTFlN2VhYjg5NjdjNzU5OTIyYzM2MDZhNmI1ZTI4ZmQyOTZmNGZkYjZhZjYxNGVmZjhkZTNkNjRlNzk6cDpUOkY
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https:/url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/x9xBCG6AWZF3389VtqfYSBHuCL?domain=house.louisiana.gov___.YXAzOmxvdWlzaWFuYWVuZ2luZWVyaW5nc29jaWV0eTpjOm86YTQ2YmVmN2E1N2NlZTIzNDMxZDAyMzU5ZmViMzk5MzQ6Nzo4MjNlOjdmMDhlNmM2MzI4MWM3ZmFiNmFkNWMxNTFhNWY2N2U0ZmQ1NGMwM2I1NTQ2NWYyYzJhMTA2NDY5OWNlMTQzZjI6cDpUOkY


AT THIS TIME AIA WILL NOT OPPOSE 
4/9 UPDATE:  Rep. Gadberry and ACEC are negotiating with Architects 
relative to “limits placed on architects to conducting site work including 
drainage, grading, sidewalks, pavements, and utilities only to areas 
within 5 feet of the foundation”.  The bill has not been heard in committee 
yet. 
If negotiations do not go well, LES may need to take supportive 
action/outreach.   
 
 
 
 

Last Action: Passed House unanimously - awaiting 

committee hearing in Senate 
 

 HB 755   

       
 

 

Turner, Christopher(R)  Establishes indefinite delivery and 

indefinite quantity professional services 

contracting for design services for 

certain projects. 
THIS BILL WILL BE OF INTEREST FOR ACEC – RECOMMEND NO POSITION FOR LES 
4/9 UPDATE:  This bill appears to be moving favorably through. No 
immediate action necessary from LES 
 
 
 

Last Action: 2-27-26 H Referred to House Committee on 

House Transportation 
 

 HB 901   

       
 

 

Bourriaque, Ryan(R)  Provides for funding to certain entities 

for infrastructure related projects within 

the Department of Transportation and 

Development. 
 
creates the Louisiana State Infrastructure Fund and Bank to fund infrastructure projects 
THIS BILL SEEMS TO BE OK - RECOMMEND NO POSITION FOR LES 
4/9 UPDATE:  This bill has not moved at all. No action necessary from LES 
at this time. 
 
 
 

Last Action: Passed Senate & referred to House 

Committee 
 

 SB 291   Abraham, Mark(R)  Provides relative to the practice of 

architecture. 

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https:/www.legis.la.gov/Legis/BillInfo.aspx?i=250617___.YXAzOmxvdWlzaWFuYWVuZ2luZWVyaW5nc29jaWV0eTpjOm86YTQ2YmVmN2E1N2NlZTIzNDMxZDAyMzU5ZmViMzk5MzQ6NzpiN2E5OjJlY2YzM2Q1OTcwZjkxOWZlNTEwNDk5NjcwNDUzMTU1NTczNzhlM2I4MTU3NjRjY2VhNDZmNDlmYWY2N2E2Y2E6cDpUOkY
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https:/url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/wI0wCwpx7jFllNnDumCQSJbCCL?domain=house.louisiana.gov___.YXAzOmxvdWlzaWFuYWVuZ2luZWVyaW5nc29jaWV0eTpjOm86YTQ2YmVmN2E1N2NlZTIzNDMxZDAyMzU5ZmViMzk5MzQ6NzozZWUyOjZiZjEyMzEzOThkZDNjZTY3YjYzZjJhNGRkYjAwMDU1MGM0NWZmM2I0MjljYzA2YjZjMjljM2Q4NDU4Y2YxODk6cDpUOkY
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https:/url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/YeWyCgJyM5sEEBJLtN6T2S4jU3L?domain=legis.la.gov___.YXAzOmxvdWlzaWFuYWVuZ2luZWVyaW5nc29jaWV0eTpjOm86YTQ2YmVmN2E1N2NlZTIzNDMxZDAyMzU5ZmViMzk5MzQ6NzpkNTVjOjAzNzJiMGFlZjU2YWI4MmRhNTQ0NzVlOTlmNGY3ZWE1ZmQxMjgwNzlhMDgyYWUwMWM4Y2QwNDUzM2I1ZjM4NjA6cDpUOkY
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THIS BILL HAS A FEW PROBLEMS; THE MOST EGREGIOUS IS THE NEW DEFINITION OF 
ARCHITECTURE INCLUDES art and science of designing, in whole or in part, the exterior 
and interior of buildings and the site around them “ – ‘THE SITE AROUND THEM’ IS AN 
ENGINEER’S PURVIEW AND THIS NEEDS TO BE REMOVED. RECOMMEND TAKING A 
POSITION IN OPPOSITION OF THIS FOR LES. 
 
ACEC IS TAKING THE LEAD ON OPPOSING THIS AND THEY ARE DEVELOPING A STRATEGY 
ON HOW TO GET THIS REMOVED FROM THE BILL.  WE WILL FOLLOW THEIR LEAD. 
 
4/9 UPDATE:  This bill was filed without the “NEW DEFINITION OF 
ARCHITECTURE” based on ACEC’s efforts.  Therefroe, no action necessary 
from LES at this time. 
 
 
 

Last Action: 2-27-26 H Referred to House Committee on 

House Insurance 
 

 HB 928   

       
 

 

Fontenot, Bryan(R)  Provides relative to commercial building 

codes. 

Abstract: Provides for applicability of the Louisiana State Uniform Construction Code and 
compliance review by the fire marshal 
 
Proposed law provides the fire marshal shall review every structure or movable for 
compliance with the Louisiana Uniform Construction Code and conduct preliminary 
review within 14 days of plan submittal 
 
THIS BILL SEEMS TO BE TAKING REVIEW AUTHORITY AWAY FROM OTHER ENTITIES.  
THERE IS CONCERN THAT THE FIRE MARSHAL DOES NOT HAVE THE RESOURCES TO DO 
IT. 
 
REP. GADBERRY RECOMMENDS WATCHING THE BILL FOR NOW BECAUSE HE 
ANTICIPATES OPPOSITION FROM MUNICIPALITIES AND OTHER REVIEW AGENCIES 
 
HAYNIES WILL CONTINUE TO TRACK AND LES WILL TAKE NO POSITION AT THIS TIME 
 
4/9 UPDATE:  This bill has not moved at all and Haynie’s believe it will not. 
No action necessary from LES at this time. 
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Executive Director’s Report 
Prepared April 2, 2026 

JESC Updates: 

• Total income: $158,609.04

• Total expenses: $82,490.33

• Attendee Count: 302

• Exhibitor Count: 54 out of 56 booths sold, 50 total vendors

• Net Profit: $76,118.71

MATHCOUNTS: 

Mathcounts was held on Friday, March 27 in Pineville. The students had a great day, and we want to 

thank all of our volunteers who helped us. We are exploring some changes for next year, specifically 

related to the venue and to t-shirt production. Also, we are always in need of volunteers for this event. 

Each chapter is supposed to bring at least three volunteers. Please encourage your chapter members to 

participate at the state level if possible. 

Membership Update: 

As of April 1, we have 2,236 members: 

• New Licensees (LAPELS) - 598

• PEs – 1,233

• EIs - 517

• Governmental Employees - 21

• Life Members - 246

• Corporate Sustaining Members (Business Card Ads) -75

• Individual Sustaining Members - 30

• Honorary Members - 6

• Associate Members - 108

Last year as of April 1, 2025, we had 2,152 members. 

Item 9



Alexandria Chapter Update 

• No meeting held in March due to JESC

• Meeting on April 7, 2026.  Mr. Greg Roache with Gainey’s gave a presentation on MIC

and corrosion protection for concrete.

• Final meeting will be held on May 5, 2026.  Mr. Nick Stellar with Foundation

Technologies, Inc. will be giving a presentation on Helical Piles

• Chapter officers for 2026-2027 will be elected at the May meeting

Item 11b



New Orleans Chapter Update 

The New Orleans Chapter has had two general meetings since the last update in January. We had a meeting in February 
with Dr. Hridesh Rajan (Dean of the School of Science and Engineering at Tulane University) to discuss the impact of AI 
and its future in engineering. This meeting was our annual joint event with the Society of Tulane Engineers (STE), and it was 
held in Tulane’s Yulman Stadium. We had an excellent turnout of students and Tulane Engineering alumni. 

Our latest meeting was in March with Johann Palacios (President and CEO of PACE Group LLC) to discuss virtual design 
and construction. The meeting highlighted the importance of collaboration between disciplines and being able to 
streamline the design process through VDC. 

Our next meeting will be on Wednesday, April 15th. The presenter will be Dr. Norma Jean Mattei, P.E., Ph.D. who will be 
giving our annual ethics presentation.  

Item 11h



Shreveport Chapter Update 

SHV Chapter had a joint Ethics luncheon with ASCE. Jeff Pike, PE presented to 40 
attendees on 3/19. 

Our next luncheon will be about Cybersecurity and AI in Engineering on 4/8. 

Following lunch will be on 5/13 (topic TBD). 

Item 11i



Louisiana Engineering Society 

Chapter Visit Report 

 

State Director: Jonathan RatliƯ 
Home Chapter: Shreveport 
Chapters Visited: 

 New Orleans Chapter – January Luncheon 

 Alexandria Chapter – February Luncheon 

 

New Orleans Chapter – January Luncheon 

Program & Content 

The New Orleans Chapter hosted an energy-focused panel discussion composed of CEOs, 
and educators in the energy and large-scale planning industries in the New Orleans area. 
Panel topics included the outlook of oil, natural gas, electric generation, and related 
infrastructure. 

The format and subject matter were engaging, with a lot of positive crowd engagement. 
Everyone remained interested throughout the discussion.  

Attendance & Engagement 

Attendance was strong and filled the luncheon space. The chapter members in attendance 
all seemed very interested in learning about the evolving energy landscape in Louisiana and 
the Gulf South especially with the market shakeups due to countrywide decisions and the 
data center boom happening in Louisiana.  

Operation Observations 

The use of a QR code to route the attendee to a web based PDH generator was a very nice 
touch. The implementation methodology could be useful to other chapters who may 
benefit from the automation of a local chapter process.  

Venue 

The event took place at the Metairie Country Club and was exemplary in both location and 
aesthetics. 

 



 

Alexandria Chapter – February Luncheon 

Program & Content 

The Alexandria Chapter hosted a presentation by CES on sewer evaluation services. The 
presentation walked through the process of evaluation sewer networks within 
municipalities and how CES performs those processes. 

As always, the opportunity for CES to come talk about sewer evaluation is a beneficial 
yearly PDH session for both old and new engineers in the public works sectors of civil 
engineering.  

Attendance & Engagement 

Attendance was strong and filled the luncheon space well. The chapter members in 
attendance primarily consisted of one firm and it was inspiring to see the level of 
commitment a single firm has to Louisiana Engineering Society.  

Operation Observations 

The chapter luncheon operations were smooth and eƯicient with no delays in food service.  

Venue 

The luncheon was held at the Alexandria Airport, using a large, open meeting space. While 
the room itself was suitable once inside, access posed some challenges. 

From an outside perspective, navigating to the meeting location was a little challenging, 
especially for first-time attendees or visitors from other chapters. 
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