
LOUISIANA ENGINEERING SOCIETY 
BOARD OF DIRECTION MEETING 

August 22, 2025 
Alexandria, LA  

 

1. The meeting of the Louisiana Engineering Society (LES) Board of Direction was held on 
Friday, August 22, 2025, at the Crest Industries office in Alexandria, LA. A quorum was 
established, and the meeting was called to order by President Gavin Gautreau at 11:00 AM. 

Board Members Present 
Gavin Gautreau, PE, President 
Clinton Patrick, PE, PLS, Vice-President 
Rachel Kenney, PE, 2nd Vice-President 
Kimberly McDaniel, PE, Secretary-Treasurer 
Melanie Caillouet, PE, Past President 
Joey Krefft, PE, State Director 
Jonathan Ratliff, PE, State Director 
Hagan Lawrence, PE, State Director 
Brad Rachel, PE, Alexandria Chapter President 
Kalyn Partin, PE, Lake Charles Chapter President 
Noah Sampognaro, PE, Monroe Chapter President  
Eric Wright, PE, New Orleans Chapter President 
Luke Haney, PE, Shreveport Chapter President 
Stan Whitney, PE, PEC Chair 
Jeffrey Pike, PE, PEE Chair 
Patrick Furlong, PE, PEG Chair  
Alan Krouse, PE, PEPP Chair 
Mary Claire Ruckert, Executive Director 
 
Board Members Virtually Present 
Jason Fennell, PE, NSPE Representative 
David Gereighty, PE, State Director 
 
Board Members Absent 
Bliss Bernard, PE, Young Engineer Representative  
Laurence Lambert, II, PE, Baton Rouge Chapter President  
Jacob Waitz, Jr., PE, Bayou Chapter President 
Grant Besse, PE, Lafayette Chapter President 
 
Guests/Staff Present 
Alexa Broussard, Assistant Director 
Jacob Prosperie, PE, Bayou Chapter Representative 
Alex Quebedeaux, PE, Bayou Chapter Representative 

2. The Invocation was given by Jeffrey Pike. 



3. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

4. LES Vision & Mission Statement was read by Clinton Patrick. 

5. Acceptance of Agenda –  
A motion was made by Melanie Caillouet to accept the agenda. The motion was 
seconded by Joey Krefft. The motion passed unanimously.  
 

6. Acceptance of the June 2025 meeting minutes –  
A motion was made by Melanie Caillouet to accept the June 2025 meeting minutes. The 
motion was seconded by Rachel Kenney. The motion passed unanimously.  
 

7. President’s Report – Gavin has retrieved the LEF time capsule from the Brookline Ave. office 
and plans to build an enclosure for it before storing it at the City Farm office. While interest 
has been shown in the building on Brookline, a formal offer has not yet been received. The 
LES Statewide Golf Tournament is scheduled for September 15, 2025, at the Santa Maria 
Golf Course in Baton Rouge, LA and registration is currently open.   
 

8. Secretary/Treasurer’s Report  
a. Financial Reports as of 7/31/2025 were reviewed and discussed. July is a low-

income month, but since then registration for CPD events, Society Sponsorship, and 
JESC Exhibitors have opened, and we have started receiving income. There is a new 
line item for rent income. LES pays the rent each month and the tenants are 
invoiced for their portion of rent and utilities. The P&L shows pass-through items for 
chapters, which reflects a higher income number. Those funds will be paid to the 
chapters.  

b. Year-End Financial Reports as of 6/30/2025 were reviewed and discussed. These are 
the same financials that were reviewed at the annual meeting. No questions were 
asked at this time. 

c. Prior Year Comparison was reviewed and discussed. No questions were asked at 
this time.  

A motion was made to accept the financial reports by Kalyn Partin. The motion was 
seconded by Joey Krefft. The motion passed unanimously.  

9. Executive Director’s Report (see attached report) 
a. JESC 2026 - The dates for JESC 2026 will be March 4 – 5, 2026. Please book your 

room now before they sell out. 12 out of 53 exhibitor booths have been sold.  
b. Logo Update – Please use your chapter logo in your chapter documents, emails, etc. 

and be sure to let your incoming chapter officers know. A branding guideline will be 
shared with the board at the August board meeting.  

c. LES Apparel Store – Alexa will do a demonstration on the LES Apparel Store.   
d. Moving and Office Inventory – We are moved into the new City Farm office. The 

furniture in the new space is dated, so if anyone has furniture or funds to donate to 
the new office, please contact Mary Claire.  



e. New officer training – A virtual training for all new officers of the LES Board was held 
in July and had positive feedback. The meeting was recorded and will be sent with 
these meeting attachments.  

f. Membership Update – As of August 1, 2025, LES has 2,171 members.  
 

10. Old Business 
a. NSPE Update – Nothing to update as of now. 
b. Committee Composition - It was recommended that certain committees adopt a 

more flexible structure, allowing multiple representatives from a single chapter to 
participate. This would ensure the inclusion of subject matter experts and other 
individuals deemed essential to the committee's work. A formal proposal will be 
prepared and presented at the November Board Meeting. 

c. Bylaw Changes – All proposed Bylaw changes were approved and took effect on July 
1. The next focus will be a review of the LES Handbook. Melanie Caillouet requested 
that a Document Review Committee be established as an ad hoc committee for this 
purpose, and President Gavin Gautreau approved the request. The committee will 
consist of the Executive Committee, with one board member from any chapter not 
already represented appointed to serve. Melanie will send an email listing assigned 
members and provide options for chapters with multiple available representatives. 

d. Engineers Selection Board Nomination Review – Two candidates were considered 
for the Engineers Selection Board: Chris Knotts and Morgan McCallister. After a 
thorough discussion, the board voted, with the result being 15 in favor of Morgan 
McCallister, 4 for Chris Knotts, and one abstention. As a result, Morgan McCallister 
will be put forward to Facility Planning to serve on the Engineers Selection Board. 

e. Report from Membership Committee - The Membership Committee met on 
Tuesday, August 19, to initiate discussions and explore ideas. A question arose 
regarding the Governmental Employee Membership category, prompting a possible 
rewording of the Governmental Employee description in the Bylaws to expand it to 
include governmental retirees, provided they do not re-enter the private sector. A 
discussion took place and it was decided the Membership Committee will continue 
to research solutions and make a proposal to the board. The committee is also 
exploring different ideas to engage nonmembers within the $1,000 budget, with the 
possibility of a budget increase in future years. Board members are also asked to 
review the LES website and let the State Office know of any potential changes that 
can be made to make it more user friendly for our members.  
 

11. New Business  
a. LES Apparel Storefront – The LES Apparel Storefront was demonstrated. The store 

currently includes polo shirts, jackets, vests, and hats that are purchased through 
Lands End and embroidered with the LES logo and is only accessible for our 
members. A discussion took place about how to charge taxes on these products 
and it was decided that the tax will be calculated using the Baton Rouge sales tax 
price, and be added to the total price of the product.   
 



b. Alexandria Chapter Report – Currently has 104 members. The first chapter meeting 
is scheduled for September 9, 2025, with Alan Raymond of CROM Corporation as 
the speaker. This year’s chapter officers are Brad J. Rachel, P.E., President, and 
Tucker Drouin, P.E., Secretary/Treasurer. The annual golf tournament will be held on 
August 29, 2025, at Links on the Bayou in Alexandria. 

c. Baton Rouge Chapter Report – Currently has 601 members. The joint ASCE/LES 
luncheon was held on Thursday, August 21, with Rep. Julie Letlow and DOTD 
Secretary Ledet as speakers. Upcoming events include the LES luncheon on 
September 25, 2025, at Portobello’s with Garret Graves as speaker, and the clay 
shoot on October 17, 2025, at Bridgeview Gun Club. A new venue is being sought for 
Mathcounts due to complications with LTRC. 

d. Bayou Chapter Report –Currently has 77 members. The Bayou chapter currently has 
no president; Jacob Prosperie was elected vice president. The chapter plans to 
solicit nominations for president via email, and if none are received, Jacob will 
assume the role to maintain chapter operations. The chapter has not met in four 
months but held a successful golf tournament in June. 

e. Lafayette Chapter Report – Currently has 384 members. Not present and no report 
provided.  

f. Lake Charles Chapter Report – Currently has 118 members. Meetings have moved 
from the 2nd Wednesday to the 3rd Thursday of each month. Recent and upcoming 
meetings include: August 21 – Ted Thompson, P.E., on Engineering Ethics; 
September 18 – Dr. Nikos Kiritsis with a McNeese Engineering update; and October 
16 – Calcasieu Parish Police Jury Engineering Department. No meetings will be held 
in November or December. Planning for Mathcounts is ongoing, and 
sponsorships/funding are still needed for the year. A discussion took place about 
the Lake Charles chapter being able to make a profit from chapter luncheons and 
sponsorships.  
 

g. Monroe Chapter Report – Currently has 111 members. The first meeting of the 2025–
2026 year is scheduled for September 11 and will feature a presentation by Corey 
May, CWB, CF, of Wetlands Unlimited on Threatened & Endangered Species. To 
provide members with more hands-on experiences, two meetings will be held off-
site this year instead of at the usual Monroe Civic Center location. In October, the 
meeting will take place at the Monroe Water Treatment Plant, where Sean Benton, 
Water System Manager, will present on treatment processes and lead a tour of the 
new facilities. In January, the meeting will be held at Infrastructure Consulting & 
Engineering’s (ICE) new office and lab, including a presentation on construction 
testing methods followed by a live demonstration. 

 
h. New Orleans Chapter Report – Currently has 564 members. The New Orleans 

Chapter held its annual planning meeting on Saturday, August 2. Dates for general 
meetings and events were scheduled, and board member roles and responsibilities 



for the year were reviewed. The next chapter meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, 
September 10 at 6:00 p.m., featuring Ryan Foster, P.E., Director of Engineering at the 
Southeast Louisiana Flood Protection Authority – East, as the guest speaker. The 
17th Annual Fall Golf Tournament is set for October 31 at Lakewood Golf Club. 
 

i. Shreveport Chapter Report – Currently has 124 members. The Shreveport Chapter 
reported that upcoming meetings are scheduled as follows: September 10 will 
feature John Sharlow of AEP/SWEPCO discussing proposed changes to electric 
utility practices; October 1 will include a Q&A Panel titled “What Contractors Wish 
Engineers Knew”; and November 12 will be finalized at a later date. The chapter is 
also continuing coordination for its annual fundraising event and other potential 
activities, either independently or in collaboration with other entities.  
  

j. State Director Policy – A policy has been proposed to formalize rules and 
responsibilities for State Director positions on the Board. Under this policy, each 
State Director will be assigned two chapters by Ex Com, not including their home 
chapter, to strengthen member engagement statewide. Whenever possible, 
assignments will include one large chapter (Baton Rouge, Lafayette, New Orleans) 
and one small chapter. State Directors are expected to attend at least one meeting 
of each assigned chapter annually (in addition to their home chapter meetings), 
participate actively, engage with chapter leadership, and provide a report at each 
LES Board meeting. Mileage reimbursement will be is available according to the LES 
Bylaws, and lodging reimbursement will be eligible for travel requiring at least three 
hours one-way. 
Assignments will rotate annually so State Directors can visit different chapters 
during the second year of their term. If a State Director does not meet the stated 
requirements, the Nominating Committee may exclude that individual from 
consideration for higher Board positions. 

2025–2026 Assignments: 
- David Gereighty – Bayou, Monroe 
- Hagan Lawrence – Lafayette, Lake Charles 
- Joey Krefft – Baton Rouge, Shreveport 
- Jonathan Ratliff – New Orleans, Alexandria 

The policy wording will be updated to reflect these decisions and presented at the 
next Board meeting for a vote. 

k. PEC Update – Chapter presidents are asked to remind members to ensure their 
Practice Division information in MembershipWorks is accurate and up to date. 
Member data is sorted by Practice Division for purposes such as LAPELS vacancies, 
and it has been noted that many members’ listed divisions do not align with their 
current place of employment. Definitions for Practice Divisions will be drafted and 
presented at the next Board meeting for a vote and inclusion in the LES Bylaws. 

l. PEE Update – Reggie Jeter and ViJay Gopu currently serve as the PEE representatives 
on LAPELS. Reggie Jeter is expected to roll off the Board this year once a 



replacement is appointed by the Governor’s office; no update on the appointment 
has been provided to date. 
 

m. PEG Update – Nothing to report. 

n. PEI Update – LAPELS will have a PEI vacancy next year. The current PEI Chair, 
Jennifer Gemar, has appointed Frank Betts, PE, as her replacement for committee 
responsibilities when she is unavailable. Frank Betts, PE will be nominated as PEI 
Vice-President and will participate in Board activities in Jennifer’s absence. 

o. PEPP Update – PEPP representative, Byron Racca will roll off of the LAPELS board in 
2026. According to the newly adopted LES Bylaws, when a vacancy occurs, the 
LAPELS Executive Director will notify the LES Executive Director. The LES Executive 
Director will then notify the Executive Committee, the relevant Practice Division 
Chair, and ACEC/L to request nominations. The Practice Division Chair publicizes 
the request to members and chapter presidents. A Selection Committee composed 
of at least two LES members and two ACEC/L representatives, will then review 
applications, and select nominees. The list of nominees will then be submitted to 
the LES and ACEC/L Boards for approval and then jointly forwarded to the 
Governor’s Office.  

12. Announcements  
a. The next LES Board of Direction meeting is scheduled for November 14th in Baton 

Rouge at Forte and Tablada, 9107 Interline Ave, Baton Rouge, LA 70809. As a 
reminder, the Honors & Awards meeting will take place at 9:00 AM on November 
14th, prior to the board meeting. The Board photo will be taken at this meeting. 

b. Nominations for LES Honors & Awards began August 1st and are due by November 
4th. 

c. Applications for scholarships will open on September 1st and will close on October 
31st. Applications are available online through either the LES or LEF website. 

d. Exhibitor and sponsor registration for JESC opened on August 1st. Registration for 
attendees will open later this fall. 
 

13. Adjournment – A motion was made to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded. 
The motion passed unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 1:43 PM.  


