
Louisiana Engineering Society Board of Direction Meeting 
August 22, 2025 – 11:00 AM 

Alexandria, LA 
 

1. Call to Order         Gavin Gautreau 

2.   Invocation         Jeff Pike 

3. Pledge of Allegiance        Clinton Patrick 

4.  LES Vision & Mission Statement      Clinton Patrick  

5. Acceptance of Agenda        Gavin Gautreau 

6. Acceptance of June 2025 minutes       Gavin Gautreau 

7.  President’s Report        Gavin Gautreau 

8. Secretary-Treasurer’s Report     

a. Financial Reports of 7/31/25     Kimberly McDaniel 
1) LES P&L statement  
2) LES Balance Sheet  

 b.   Year-End Financial Reports as of 6/30/25 
      1) LES P&L statement  
                  2) LES Balance Sheet  
 c.  Prior Year Comparison  

9. Executive Director’s Report       Mary Claire Ruckert 

10.        Old Business 

  a. NSPE Update        Jason Fennell 
  b. Committee Composition      Gavin Gautreau 
  c. Bylaw Changes       Melanie Caillouet 
  d. Engineers Selection Board Nomination Review   Gavin Gautreau 
  e. Report from Membership Committee     Kalyn Partin 

11. New Business 

a. LES Apparel Storefront      Alexa Broussard 
b. Alexandria Chapter Report       Brad Rachel 
c. Baton Rouge Chapter Report     Laurence Lambert 
d. Bayou Chapter Report      Jacob Waitz 
e. Lafayette Chapter Report       Grant Besse 
f. Lake Charles Chapter Report     Kalyn Partin 
g. Monroe Chapter Report      Noah Sampagnaro 
h. New Orleans Chapter Report     Eric Wright 
i. Shreveport Chapter Report      Luke Haney 
j. State Director Assignment Policy     Gavin Gautreau 
k. PEC         Stan Whitney 
l. PEE         Jeff Pike 
m. PEG        Patrick Furlong 
n. PEI         Jennifer Gemar 
o. PEPP        Alan Krouse 

12. Announcements 

a. The next LES Board of Direction meeting is scheduled for November 14th in Baton Rouge at Forte and 
Tablada, 9107 Interline Ave, Baton Rouge, LA 70809.  As a reminder, the Honors & Awards meeting will take 
place at 9:00 AM on November 14th, prior to the board meeting. 



b. Nominations for LES Honors & Awards began August 1st and are due by November 4th.   

c. Applications for scholarships will open on September 1st and will close on October 31st. Applications are 
available online through either the LES or LEF website. 

d. Exhibitor and sponsor registration for JESC opened on August 1st. Registration for attendees will open later 
this fall. 

13. Adjournment 



Executive Director’s Report 
August 22, 2025 

JESC 2026 – Important Notes 

Please be aware that the dates for JESC 2024 will be March 4-5, 2026. The conference will be held again at the 
Cajundome in Lafayette, LA. Please book your room at the Hilton Garden Inn as early as possible using the code 
LESC26. Once registration is open, the hotel may book up quickly. 

 Exhibitor & Sponsor Registration as of August 14: 
• 12 exhibitor booths have been sold (9 vendors in total); 41 remain 

o Tier One booths sold: 10 of 19  
o Tier Two booths sold: 2 of 27 
o Tier Three booths sold: 0 of 7 

• 1 bar sponsor 
• 1 lanyard sponsor 
• Attendee registration opens September 1   

Logo Update 

Please ensure that your chapter uses the new logos in all communication and materials. This includes websites, 
newsletters, and email signatures. We will be providing chapters with a newsletter template in September if they 
wish to use it. 
 
LES Apparel Store 

We can run an apparel store through MembershipWorks for the state as well as the chapters. We are exploring 
options of what that can look like in practice and are seeking advice from the Board on preferences. Alexa will 
provide a demo of the apparel store during the meeting. The board needs to decide how to handle the shipping 
costs. 
 
Moving and Office Updates 
We are officially moved into our new office space. Our new address is 1800 City Farm Drive, Building 5, Suite B, 
Baton Rouge, LA 70809. 
 
We are in need of some lobby furniture/office décor. We have not budgeted for this previously, so we can either 
solicit donations for it or wait until the Brookline building sells to purchase furniture and décor for the suite (with 
the exception of LSPS and LBOPG offices).  
 
New Officer Training 
We hosted a virtual training for all new officers of the LES Board in July and received positive feedback from new 
officers and ExCom members. The meeting was recorded and will be sent to the full board following our August 
2025 meeting. 
 
Membership Update:  

As of August 1, 2025, we have 2,171 members: 

• New Licensees (LAPELS) – 564 
• PEs – 1,204 
• EIs - 503 
• Governmental Employees - 17 



• Life Members – 247 
• Corporate Sustaining Members (Business Card Ads) – 77 
• Individual Sustaining Members - 25 
• Honorary Members - 6 
• Associate Members – 92 

Last year, as of August 1, 2024, we had 2,138 members. 

 



Curriculum Vitae 

 

Christopher P. Knotts, P.E., BC.WRE, F.ASCE 
 

814 Lemon B Road / PO Box 187  Slaughter, Louisiana 70777  225-328-8987 

 

Education 

 The University of Texas at Arlington Arlington, TX 76019 

Master of Engineering in Civil Engineering (Structures) May 1993 

 

 Louisiana State University Baton Rouge, LA 70803 

Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering August 1989 

 Louisiana State University Baton Rouge, LA 70803 

Bachelor of Engineering Technology December 1983 

 

 

Licenses/Registrations 

 Professional Engineer #25884, Louisiana NCEES Record #13506 

 

 

Extracurricular Activities 

 National Council of Examiners for Engineering &  Louisiana Professional Engineering and Land Surveying 

President, 2020-21  Board (LAPELS), Chair 2018-19, Member 2013-19 

Vice President-Southern Zone, 2017-19  Tau Beta Pi, Member 

 Louisiana Engineering Society, Member  Chi Epsilon, Member 

 President, 2019-20  AAWRE, BC.WRE #00544, 2010 

President, Baton Rouge Chapter, 2013-14  Louisiana Water Resources Commission, Member, 2013-23 

 American Society of Civil Engineers, Fellow  Comite River Diversion Canal Task Force, Member, 2014-23 

Louisiana Section President, 2009-10  Red River Compact Commission, Commissioner, 2013-2018 

Baton Rouge Branch President, 1999-00  St. George School Advisory Board, 2002-09 

 Louisiana Watershed Initiative, Member, 2018-2023  East Baton Rouge C/P Engineer Selection Board, 2003-04 

 

 

Work Experience 

 

Nov, 2023 Vice President/Business Development 

to Neel-Schaffer, Inc. 

Present Baton Rouge, LA 70810 

 

As VP of Business Development, I identify opportunities with existing and new clients, develop teams and review proposals.  I am 

also working to expand the list of civil engineering services that Neel-Schaffer provides in Louisiana to include the business sectors 

we offer in other southeastern states. 

 

Jul, 1997 Chief Engineer, LADOTD, (10/2017-10/2023) Retired 

to Chief, Public Works & Water Resources Division, LADOTD (2013) 

Oct, 2023 Director, Technology Assessment Division, LDNR (2010) 

Chief, Engineering & Operations Division, CPRA (2008) 

Director, Coastal Engineering Division, LDNR (2003) 
Engineer Manager, Coastal Restoration Division, LDNR (2000) 

Design Engineer Supervisor, Coastal Restoration Division, LDNR (1998) 

Engineer Supervisor, Bridge Design, LADOTD (1997) 

State of Louisiana 

Baton Rouge, LA 70804 

 



Christopher P. Knotts CV 
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Jan, 1996 Project Engineer 

to C-K Associates, Inc. 

Jul, 1997 Baton Rouge, LA 70810 

 

Project Engineer on coastal restoration, hydraulics, structures, and environmental (petrochemical) projects. 

 

Jan, 1994 Project Engineer 

to CSRS, Inc. 

Jan, 1996 Baton Rouge, LA 70810 

Project/Design Engineer for water distribution, residential subdivisions, commercial site developments, wastewater treatment plants, 

commercial building structural and foundation design projects. 

Nov, 1990 Project Design Engineer 

to Andrew Corporation (Manufacturing) 

Nov, 1993 Denton, TX 76208 

 

Designed self-supported and guyed towers and their foundations. 

Aug, 1989 Sr. Structural Designer, EI 

to Vistawall Corporation (Manufacturing) 

Nov, 1990 Terrell, TX 75160 

 

Design of aluminum curtain wall and its attachments on low-rise and high-rise buildings. 

Mar, 1984 Civil Engineering Designer 

to Brown & Butler, Inc. 

Aug, 1989 Baton Rouge, LA 70821 

 

General civil engineering and land surveying. 

 

Select Presentations/Publications 

♦ Numerous Professionalism and Engineering Ethics Presentions, 2013-present 

♦ Louisiana Associated General Contractors Conference, Presenter, 2018-2023 

♦ Louisiana Asphalt Paving Association Conference, Presenter, 2018-2023 

♦ Police Jury Association of Louisiana Annual Convention, Presenter, 2013-18 

♦ National Incident Command Barrier Island Berm Feasibility for BP Oil Spill, Panelist, 2010 

♦ International Conference on Coastal Engineering, Presenter, 2006 
▪ Knotts, C.P., G. Grandy, and S.M. Khalil, 2006. Restoration of Louisiana’s Barrier Islands – Evaluation and Analysis, Proceedings 

International Conference on Coastal Engineering 2006. World Scientific 

▪ Khalil, S.M., C.P. Knotts, and B. Tate, 2006. Restoration of Louisiana Barrier Islands: Engineering Approaches to Hazard Mitigation by 

Modulating Coastal Environments. Proceedings of the International Conference on Coastal Engineering 2006. World Scientific 



C. Morgan McCallister, P.E. 
1401 Stubbs Avenue 
Monroe, LA 71201 
318.376.8028 | 318.548.5430 
morgan.mccallister@ci.monroe.la.us     
                                   
 

 
 
Education & Licensure 
Bachelor of Science, Civil Engineering 
LA Tech University, January ‘04 – March ‘08 
Licensed Professional Engineer – LA No. 45780 

 

   

Profile 
Professional Civil Engineer with nearly two decades of diverse experience in municipal 
infrastructure and private development, design, and management. Known for streamlining 
operations, integrating innovation and technology to meet evolving community needs, and 
effective oversight of multi-million-dollar capital improvement programs. Demonstrated 
success leading multidisciplinary teams with a strong focus on cultivating interagency 
partnerships, operational efficiency, interdepartmental collaboration, and stakeholder 
communication in dynamic government environments. 
 
Expertise & Strategic Skills 

 Multi-Year Capital Improvement Planning ($458M+ Budget) 
 Regional Transportation and MPO Technical Advisory Committee Participation 
 Economic Development District Technical Advising 
 Infrastructure & Code Compliance for Public and Private Development 
 Emergency Preparedness & Resilience Strategy Development 
 Permitting Process Innovation & Technology Integration  
 Organizational Design, Succession Planning, and Staff Expansion 
 Government Contract Review and Fiscal Management  
 Policy Collaboration across Federal, State, and Local Entities 
 Public Communication, Council Reporting, and Community Engagement 

 
Experience 
City of Monroe – City Engineer 
June 2022 – Present 

 Leads six functional divisions under a $2.67M annual operating budget 
o Civil Division  

 Oversees day-to-day operations between the Engineering Department and 
other City departments, external agencies, and the public. 

 Responds to inquiries, facilitates the resolution of varying issues, and 
ensures timely communication regarding departmental activities and 
projects. 

 Strives to maintain a high level of professionalism and customer service 
throughout the department. 

o GIS (Geographic Information Systems) Division 
 Manages spatial data related to the City's infrastructure, land use, and 

environmental resources. 
 Creates and maintains maps, databases, and applications for various City 

departments. 



 Collects and analyzes geographic data to support decision-making 
processes and planning efforts regarding flood hazard mitigation and 
development.   

o Inspections & Permitting Division  
 Provides guidance and assistance to developers, contractors, and property 

owners throughout the permitting process. 
 Reviews permit applications for construction, renovation, and land 

development projects. 
 Conducts inspections of construction projects to ensure compliance with 

building codes, zoning ordinances, and other regulations. 
o Planning & Zoning Division  

 Develops comprehensive plans and zoning regulations to guide land use 
and development within the City. 

 Reviews development proposals, annexation/rezoning requests, and 
subdivision plans for compliance with zoning ordinances and land use 
policies. 

 Engages with the community to gather input and feedback on planning 
initiatives and proposed developments. 

o Project Management Division  
 Coordinates the planning, design, and implementation of Capital 

Improvement Program projects. 
 Manages project budgets, schedules, and resources to ensure timely and 

cost-effective delivery. 
 Oversees project teams, consultants, and contractors to ensure compliance 

with project requirements and objectives. 
o Traffic Engineering Division  

 Analyzes traffic patterns, congestion, and safety issues to improve the 
efficiency and safety of the City's transportation network. 

 Designs/maintains traffic signals, signage, and road markings to optimize 
traffic flow and enhance pedestrian safety. 

 Assists with traffic counts/studies and recommends improvements to 
intersections, roadways, and transportation systems. 

 Directed FY24–25 implementation of 20+ municipal projects totaling $122M, including 
water and sewer system upgrades, street and drainage repairs, treatment plant 
expansion and rehabilitation, community center improvements, etc.  

 Development of Critical Infrastructure Master Plans. 
 Reorganized department staffing and succession strategy to align with strategic goals. 
 Instituted digital permitting enhancements through MyGovernmentOnline (MGO) 

platform. 
 Request for Proposals (RFP) and Request for Qualifications (RFQ) document 

development, and Response to RFP/RFQ review and selection. 
 Ongoing coordination with Congressional, Senate, and State Representatives to 

advocate for sustained funding and legislative support for high-priority infrastructure 
projects, ensuring alignment with community needs and long-term development goals. 

 Oversight of grant management efforts for federally and state-funded infrastructure 
projects, ensuring full grant compliance and facilitating timely drawdown of allocated 
funds in accordance with regulatory and financial milestones. 

 Involvement in major strides to modernize and reinforce the City’s infrastructure, 
investing in projects that ensure reliable service, long-term resilience, and improved 
quality of life for residents and businesses.  

 Involvement in comprehensive efforts to improve city-wide stormwater and sewer 
systems. Projects include full cleaning, inspection, and GIS mapping of the storm 



drainage ($6.9M), which includes additional efforts focused on sanitary sewer 
infrastructure. Also, major offsite drainage improvements around the Monroe Regional 
Airport ($13.1M) and the rehabilitation of the Calypso Street Pump Station to enhance 
flood protection ($15M). Other initiatives like the Oregon Trail Protection Levee ($1.4M) and 
Young’s Bayou Channel Enhancements ($11.4M) to reduce flood risk in key neighborhoods 
and maintain safe storm water conveyance. 

 Involvement in improving mobility and safety with the City’s completion of Kansas Lane 
Extension Phase 1 ($17.7M) and the advancement of a full Street Prioritization and 
Rehabilitation Program ($125K) to guide repairs and upgrades across Monroe’s 
approximate 350-mile network. Projects such as South Grand Street ($3.9M), Lee Avenue 
($3.7M), and Desiard Street improvements ($5.2M) have modernized roadways with 
updated utilities, sidewalks, and drainage. 

 Involvement in sewer system upgrades focused on repairing aging infrastructure to 
prevent overflows, reclaim capacity, and maintain sanitation. This includes over 15,000 
linear feet of major repairs to the Texas-Standifer Sewer Trunkline ($9.9M), dredging and 
aeration upgrades at the Water Pollution Control Center ($2.8M and $730K, respectively), 
a new UV disinfection system ($1.4M), and extensive repairs to the Texas Avenue Force 
Main ($750K). 

 Involvement in a $46.6M expansion of the City’s water treatment plant. Distribution 
improvements include upgrades to main lines and pressure stabilization in areas like 
Woodside Drive and Lakeside Drive ($133K and $309K, respectively). Additional efforts, 
such as pump replacements and localized line replacements, ensure system reliability 
and consistent water quality. 

 Project Management Efforts (non-exhaustive list) 
o Drainage 

 City-Wide Cleaning, Inspection & Engineering Evaluation of Storm Drainage 
& Sanitary Sewer: Clean, inspect, and provide engineering evaluation of the 
City's stormwater drainage system and sanitary sewer infrastructure. 
Management of all field data generated to create an interactive, up-to-date 
GIS database. ($6.9M) 

 Monroe Regional Airport Offsite Drainage: Improvements to multiple outfall 
canals located on the west, east, north and south sides of the airport. The 
proposed project will include vegetation clearing, excavation, widening, and 
channel slope improvements. ($13.1M) 

 Calypso Street Pump Station Rehabilitation: Upgrade or relocate the 
existing pump station to raise the floor elevation and make other 
improvements necessary for the facility to meet applicable federal 
guidelines for the certification of levees. ($15M) 

 Oregon Trail Protective Levee: Construct approximately 3,000 LF of 
protective levee/floodwall to protect the East Parkview Subdivision which is 
also known as the Oregon Trail neighborhood. ($1.45M)  

 Young's Bayou Channel Enhancement: Evaluation and improvements to 
the Young’s Bayou drainage basin comprised of five tributaries which drain 
approximately two-thirds of the City of Monroe into a single channel that 
moves southeasterly through the city. ($11.4M) 

o Streets 
 Kansas Ln Extension (Phase 1): Completed Phase 1 of 3 which created a new 

roadway connecting Forsythe Bypass to Old Sterlington Road as part of a 
loop improving access to I-20. ($17.7M) 

 City-Wide Street Analysis & Prioritization Program: Completed Phase 1 which 
consisted of an audit of the existing city street inventory for segment 
lengths, widths, classification, pavement type, etc. Phase 2 is currently 



underway which consists of conducting traffic studies to obtain current 
traffic volume data on all city streets, integrating findings into GIS. The City’s 
existing street inventory includes approximately 350 miles of paved 
roadways. ($125K) 

 South Grand Street Improvements: Completed clearing, utility relocation, 
concrete curbs/sidewalks, drainage installation, and paving from Orange 
Street to Standifer Avenue. ($3.9M) 

 Lee Ave Street Improvements: Upgraded utilities, curbs, sidewalks, drainage, 
and paving from Lee Ave. & Jackson St. to Lee Ave. & Standifer Ave. ($3.7M) 

 Desiard St. Improvements (Phases 1 & 2): Enhanced drainage, parking, 
sidewalks, crosswalks, and road surfaces with decorative elements. ($5.2M) 

o Sewer 
 Texas Standifer Trunkline Repairs Phase 1 & 2: Repaired 15,128 linear feet of 

critically deteriorated trunk line to prevent blockages and overflow. ($9.9M) 
 WPCC – Flow Equalization Basin Dredging: Dredged 57,000 cubic yards of 

settled material from the EQ basin using dewatering tubes. ($2.8M) 
 WPCC - Equalization Basin Aeration System: Installed floating surface 

aerators to address sludge and algae in the equalization basin, improving 
circulation and decomposition. ($730K) 

 WPCC – UV Disinfection System: Replaced the outdated UV disinfection 
system with a new structure for improved operation and cost efficiency. 
($1.4M) 

 Texas Ave. LS Sewer Force Main Repairs: Repair of numerous leaks on the 
42” sewer force main. Major by-pass efforts include system isolation, pump 
deployment, pipeline routing, and operability verification. ($750K) 

o Water 
 Water Treatment Plant Renovation & Expansion: Expanded the surface 

water treatment plant by 8 million gallons per day, including administrative 
space, facility improvements, new chemical storage, electrical upgrades, 
and raw water line replacement. ($46.6M) 

 Ruffin Drive Water Distribution System Improvements: Replaced aging 16" 
main lines and a water main crossing at Young's Bayou, increasing water 
pressure in the East Parkview area. ($781K) 

 Bayou Bartholomew Pump #2 Replacement: Replaced pump and motor, 
improved trash guards, and cleaned the pump station. ($720K) 

 Woodside Dr Water Improvements: Replaced a failing 8” water line with a 
new PVC line to prevent blowouts. ($133K) 

 Lakeside Dr Water Improvements: Installed PVC and HDPE water mains to 
improve water distribution. ($309K) 

 
Volkert, Inc. (formerly Denmon Engineering, Inc.) – Project Engineer 
June 2016 – June 2022 

 Preliminary Site Investigation: Code research in order to ensure design parameters could 
be achieved, dialogued with local utility providers to ensure access and capacity limits, 
dialogued with city and state highway officials to confirm access and drainage 
requirements based on proposed land use and occupancy, etc. 

 Engineering Design: Coordinated and completed the design of infrastructure (i.e. sewer, 
storm water drainage, and domestic water), design of street and parking facilities, design 
of all storm water overland routes, prepared and submitted local and state Drainage 
Impact Statements, prepared and submitted local and state Storm Water Pollution 
Prevention Plans, etc. 



 Project Submittal Review: Reviewed project construction plans, specifications, drainage 
calculations, applications, etc. as required by the City of Monroe, the City of Bastrop, the 
Town of Sterlington, the Town of Tallulah, etc. Provided appropriate comments regarding 
design parameters as compared to local codes, ordinances, and best design practices. 

 
RCH Company, Inc. – Project Engineer 
May 2007 – March 2016 

 Preliminary Site Investigation: Code research in order to ensure design parameters could 
be achieved, dialogued with local utility providers to ensure access and capacity limits, 
dialogued with city and state highway officials to confirm access and drainage 
requirements based on proposed land use and occupancy, etc. 

 Engineering Design: Coordinated and completed the design of all infrastructure (i.e. 
electric, gas, sewer, stormwater drainage, and domestic water), design of street and 
parking facilities, design of all stormwater overland routes, prepared and submitted local 
and state Drainage Impact Statements, prepared and submitted local and state 
Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plans, prepared and submitted Department of 
Environmental Quality Notice of Intents, etc. 

 Client Relations: Collaborated on Master Layout Plan, optimization of site based on 
project budget, representation during pre-design meetings with local government, code 
administrators, and utility providers, oversight of approval timeline for construction 
scheduling, etc. 

 Construction Management: Worked closely with contractors to achieve the desired 
product based on approved plans, coordinated with contractors to solve all field issues 
that arose during all phases of the construction process, conducted field inspections to 
ensure quality of work as required by developer and owner and/or local government, 
maintain value-engineering goals as required by developer, owner, and investors, etc. 

 Survey Scheduling: Coordinated and scheduled all land surveying efforts on a daily basis. 
 
City of Ruston – Public Works Summer Intern 
May 2006 – August 2006 
Construction Management: Worked closely with the Public Works Project Manager in the 
oversight of local construction activities during a single summer internship.  
 
Public Service & Affiliations 

 American Society of Civil Engineers, Member 
 Downtown Economic Development District (DEDD), Engineering Advisor 
 First Baptist Church West Monroe, Active Member 
 Foodbank of Northeast Louisiana, Food Distribution Volunteer 
 I-20 Economic Development District (I-20 Board), Engineering Advisor 
 Louisiana Baptist Convention, Committee on Moral and Social Concerns, Former Member 
 Louisiana Engineering Society, Chapter Member, Document Review Committee, Honors 

& Awards Committee, Membership Committee, Professional Engineers in Government 
Committee, and Past Chapter President 

 Monroe City Schools, STEM/Science Day Presenter 
 Monroe Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO), Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) 
 The Wellspring Alliance for Families, Board Member and Facilities Committee 

 



Membership Update 

The Membership Committee held a meeting on Tuesday, August 19, to establish initial 
contact and begin discussing ideas. During the discussion, a membership-related question 
arose that highlighted a potential need to adjust the wording of the Governmental 
Employee Membership. The Committee would like to propose that this category be 
expanded to also include governmental retirees, provided they do not re-enter the 
workforce in the private sector. 

The committee is considering strategies to connect with additional non-member licensees 
while making effective use of our $1,000 budget. As committee chair, I believe we could 
also consider slightly increasing this budget in future years. Membership is central to our 
mission, and it is worth investing additional resources to retain current members and 
attract new ones. 

 



Alexandria Chapter Update 

• First chapter meeting will be held on September 9, 2025 

• Alan Raymond with CROM Corporation will be speaker 

• This year’s chapter officers: 

o Brad J. Rachel, P.E. – President 

o Tucker Drouin, P.E. – Secretary/Treasurer 

• Annual golf tournament will be held on August 29, 2025 @ Links on the Bayou in 

Alexandria 



Baton Rouge Chapter Report 

• Joint ASCE / LES luncheon – Thursday (08/21) speaker is Rep. Julie Letlow and DOTD 
Sec. Ledet  

• LES Luncheon 09/25/25 at Portobello’s with Garret Graves as speaker 

• Clay shoot is confirmed for 10/17/25 at Bridgeview Gun Club 

• Mathcounts – we are looking for a new venue due to complications with LTRC 

 



Lake Charles Chapter Update 

Things remain the same regarding registration setups, meeting location, and time, with the 
only change being that meetings have moved from the 2nd Wednesday of the month to the 
3rd Thursday. The upcoming schedule includes: August 21 – Ted Thompson, PE, presenting 
on Engineering Ethics; September 18 – Dr. Nikos Kiritsis with a McNeese Engineering 
update; and October 16 – the Calcasieu Parish Police Jury Engineering Department 
(pending). There will be no meetings in November or December. Looking ahead, we still 
need to plan for Mathcounts, and currently we have no sponsors for the year and remain in 
need of funding. 

 



Monroe Chapter Update – August 2025 Board Meeting 

 

Our first meeting of the 2025–2026 year will be on September 11 and will feature a 
presentation from Corey May, CWB, CF, with Wetlands Unlimited on Threatened & 
Endangered Species. This year we’re looking to change things up by hosting two meetings 
away from our usual spot at the Monroe Civic Center to give members a more hands-on 
experience. In October, we’ll meet at the Monroe Water Treatment Plant, where Sean 
Benton, the Water System Manager, will present on Monroe’s treatment processes and lead 
a tour of the new facilities. In January, we’ll meet at ICE’s (Infrastructure Consulting & 
Engineering) new o ice and lab for a presentation on construction testing methods 
followed by a live demonstration. These meetings should be a nice change of pace from our 
normal format and give members something di erent to look forward to. 



New Orleans Chapter Update 
  
The New Orleans Chapter held their annual planning meeting on Saturday, August 2nd. We planned out dates for our 
general meetings and events; additionally, we looked at what roles and responsibilities board members had for the year.  
 
Our next meeting will be held on Wednesday, September 10th at 6pm. The speaker will be Ryan Foster, P.E. (Director of 
Engineering at the Southeast Louisiana Flood Protection Authority – East). 
 
Our 17th Annual Fall Golf Tournament will be held this year on October 31st (Halloween) at Lakewood Golf Club. 



Shreveport Chapter Update (8/22/25 Board Meeting) 

• Next chapter meetings are scheduled for: 
o September 10 – John Sharlow with AEP/SWEPCO to discuss proposed 

changes to electric utility practices 
o October 1 – Q/A Panel – “What Contractors Wish Engineers Knew” 
o November 12 – TBD 

• Continuing to coordinate for annual fundraising and other events (solo or joint) 



Louisiana Engineering Society Board of Direction 2025-2026 

 
2025-2026 LES Board Meetings: 

• Friday, August 22, 2025: CREST Industries Headquarters, Alexandria, LA  
• Friday, November 14, 2025: Forte & Tablada, Baton Rouge, LA 
• Tuesday, March 3, 2026: Hilton Garden Inn – Lafayette, LA in conjunction with JESC 
• Friday, April 10, 2026: Baton Rouge, LA – Location TBD 
• Friday, June 5, 2026: Baton Rouge, LA – Location TBD 
 
 

LES State Office 
Mary Claire Ruckert, Executive Director, maryclaire@les-state.org, 337-250-0265 
Alexa Broussard, Assistant Director, alexa@les-state.org, 225-394-5294 
Office Hours: Monday – Thursday, 8:00 AM – 4:30 PM 

OFFICE NAME EMAIL 
President Gavin Gautreau, PE gavin.gautreau@la.gov 
1st Vice President Clinton Patrick, PE, PLS clinton.patrick@volkert.com  

2nd Vice President Rachel Kenney, PE rkenney@infinityec.com 
Secretary-Treasurer Kimberly McDaniel, PE, PTOE, PTP kimberly@itsanswers.com 
NSPE Representative Jason Fennell, PE jfennell@forteandtablada.com 
State Director Joey Krefft, PE lafayetteles@gmail.com 
State Director Jonathan Ratliff, PE jonathan@raleyandassociates.com 
State Director David Gereighty, PE david@ger80.org 
State Director Hagan Lawrence, PE hlawrence@lazenbyengr.com  

Young Engineer Rep. Bliss Bernard, PE bbernard@gecinc.com 
Past President Melanie Caillouet, PE mcaillouet@ascellc.com 
Alexandria Chapter President Brad Rachel, PE brad.rachel@mmlh.com 
Baton Rouge Chapter President Laurence L. Lambert, II, PE LLambert@vecturacs.com  

Bayou Chapter President Jacob Waitz, PE jacobw@waitzengineering.com 
Lafayette Chapter President Grant Besse, PE grant.besse@hdrinc.com 
Lake Charles Chapter President Kalyn Partin, PE leslakecharles@gmail.com 
Monroe Chapter President Noah Sampognaro, PE nsampognaro@lazenbyengr.com  

New Orleans Chapter President Eric Wright, PE ewright@lhjunius.com 
Shreveport Chapter President Luke Haney, PE lhaney@forteandtablada.com  

PEC Chair Stan Whitney, PE swhitney@e3-electrical.com  

PEE Chair Jeff Pike, PE JeffPike@USArmy.Vet  

PEG Chair Patrick Furlong, PE pkfurlong@gmail.com 
PEI Chair Jennifer Gemar, PE jennifer.gemar@distran.com 
PEPP Chair Alan D. Krouse, PE akrouse@deii.net  
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